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Detachment of New York  

Sons of  The American Legion  

HELLO FELLOW SONS;    

I  would like to wish everyone a hap-

py and safe new year. Soon we will 

be on the road again. I guess that 

should be our theme song!                                 

On January 22nd at Rensselaer 

County we start the last of our 22 

counties to visit for the year of 2015. 

We, my wife Nancy, and I are looking 

forward to going to all of the Posts, 

meeting Legion members, Auxiliary 

members, Legion Riders and all the 

Sons that are there.                  

Thanks for all the great memories we 

have and all those fantastic meals! 

Also the tours were great. When the 

Legion Family works together things 

work out great. Thanks again for 

making myself and my wife feel at 

home.                                               

Hope to see you again at Mid-Winter 

in Albany, N.Y. Please remember 

that we all need to work on member-

ship so that we can reach our  goal of 

100%.                                                      

My hat goes off to all the hard work 

that the Sons have done in 2014 and 

I am looking forward to hearing 

about all that you will do in this new 

year.                                                 

Detachment Commander,                                   

Chuck Depo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

           by Chuck Depo 

 Dates of Special     

Interest: 

 1 Feb - Four Chaplains 

Sunday 

 1 Feb - Americanism Month 

 11 Feb - 75% Membership 

Target 

 14 Feb - Valentine’s Day 

 16 Feb - President’s Day 

 18 Feb - Ash Wednesday 

 22-25 Feb - Washington 

Conference 

 8 Mar - Daylight Savings 

Time 

 11 Mar - 80% Membership 

Target  

 15 Mar - American Legion 

Birthday 

 17 Mar - St. Patrick’s Day 

 20 Mar - Nat Commander 

Mike Moss Homecoming 

 25 Mar - National Medal of 

Honor Day 

 29 Mar - Palm Sunday 

 1 Apr  Children and Youth 

Month 

 3 Apr  Good Friday 

 4 Apr  Passover 
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Welcome to this 96th Annual Mid-

Winter Conference of The Ameri-

can Legion Department of New 

York. Enjoy this year’s Conference 

as you form new friendships with 

Legion Family members. Thanks 

for attending!                               

According to the December 31, 

2014 National Membership Re-

port, there are 358,009 members 

in our organization which is an 

increase of 1,839 over the prior 

year. Nationally we ended at 

100.52% of goal, which is down a 

half of a percentage point from 

2013. We had 41,156 members 

who did NOT renew in 2014. The 

National renewal rate was 88.44% 

last year. Here in New York, we 

did quite well, ending with a 

91.41% rate which is 8th highest 

in the Nation. That being said, we 

had 2,502 members who did not 

renew. As for our membership 

total, we finished in 23rd place in 

the Nation with another ALL 

TIME HIGH, with 100.87% of our 

goal which is 0.39% greater than 

last year. Our final total was 

29,372 members.                          

As you work on your membership 

remember that personal contact is 

the key to success.  Squadrons are 

encouraged to stay in contact with 

their members through mailings 

of bulletins, flyers, telephone 

calls, emails, and other personal 

contact with your members 

throughout the year.  Once again, 

it is imperative that continued 

emphasis be placed on renewing 

our members for 2015. Addresses 

continue to be a big problem.  

Squadrons are encouraged to 

check and verify the mailing ad-

dress on the membership register 

when members renew their mem-

bership.  The remaining Member-

ship Target Dates are as follows: 

February 11, 2015             

75% Membership Target Date 

March 11, 2015              

80% Membership Target Date 

April 8, 2015              

90% Membership Target Date 

May 13, 2015             

100% Membership Target Date 

July 23, 2015             

105% Membership Target Date 

All Squadrons will soon be receiv-

ing the 2015 Consolidated Squad-

ron Report (CSR). National is 

sending these out to the various 

Detachments within the next sev-

eral weeks. This form is the most 

important document that you 

need to complete. The compilation 

of all volunteer hours and dona-

tions from Posts and Squadrons 

are reported to Congress each 

year by the National Commander 

of The American Legion. There 

are minor changes to the form this 

year. We only receive one CSR for 

each Squadron in our Detach-

ment. Squadrons who have not 

received a CSR by mid-March 

should contact Anne Wilsey at 

Albany HQ 1-800-ALEGION. You 

are reminded to complete and 

submit your CSR to Detachment 

HQ by April 30, 2015 for Detach-

ment judging. Reports will then 

be forwarded by the Detachment 

Adjutant to National HQ.        

Since all Squadron elections occur 

in the same month as their spon-

soring Post (May), please remem-

ber to complete and forward an 

Officer Certification Form (OCF) 

to HQ immediately thereafter. 

This is required even if your offic-

ers remain the same. Squadrons 

will not receive membership cards 

without an OCF. The OCF and 

much more information are al-

ways available on our Detachment 

website (www.sonsdny.org). Also 

there is a wealth of information at 

the National website at 

www.sal.legion.org.                   

Our new website will be launched 

soon. It is hoped that you will eas-

ily become familiar with the dif-

ferent set-up and look of the site.  

Robert J. Avery, Detachment Ad-

jutant 

55th Annual Center for Disability Services Telethon      
The Sons of The American Legion will again be participating 

in the Center for Disability Services Telethon at the Holiday 

Inn Wolf on Sunday afternoon  after the DEC meeting ad-

journs. Come and support this wonderful event as the Amer-

ican Legion Family takes to the phones in 

support of the Center for Disability Ser-

vices.  If you would like to call in a dona-

tion as an individual or squadron call 518-

459-7070. The SAL and American Legion 

Family will be answering the phones from 

1:00 PM until 2:00 PM  



 

PAGE 3 DETACHMENT OF NEW YORK VOLUME 4  ISSUE 8  PAGE 3 VOLUME 4  ISSUE 8  

Gentlemen, 

 First of all Congratulations! As a group we have 

achieved the 60% goal a week early. It is due to 

your effort and passing the word to your Member-

ship Teams that we have got this done. The com-

munication channels are working. The numbers 

are the proof. Thank you.                                                      

Secondly, there has been a lot of chatter lately 

about which Region will have the highest percent-

age by the January 21 target date. All I'm going to 

say is the South has risen again ( at least tempo-

rarily ),way to go. And I would be pretty sure NVC 

Doc and Membership Chairman John are breath-

ing a sigh of relief that the East is not currently in 

last place. Would be glad to hear your comments, I 

would bet you all have some. Send them out to all.                                        

There is always room for improvement. This is the 

time of year we need to really keep pushing. Call 

all your Detachments and/or Squadrons that have 

not reached the 60% goal yet and see if you can 

find out what the problems or issues are. Once the 

problem has been isolated lets start working on 

finding the solution. We are all here to help each 

other. Teamwork is what makes things happen.                          

So, which Region will be on top by the 21st?           

RENEWALS, RENEWALS, RENEWALS. And lets 

not forget Reinstatements.  

For God and Country.                                      

George Flasinski (PA)                                            

National Membership Chairman 

From Mike Moss, National Commander—   Yes, 

the construction phase of our organization has be-

gun. A bridge can be defined as something that 

provides a link, connection, or means of coming 

Together; a structure that is built above an obstacle to 

allow people to cross. This year we are going to build 

bridges to accomplish both. 

Our membership theme is “Building Bridges To The Fu-

ture”. We will construct links to our own membership as 

well as membership for the American Legion, Auxiliary 

and Legion Riders. We want to build a bridge that will 

take us well into the future. 

Our membership goal this year is 370,000 members. 

With your hard work and dedication we can achieve this. 

Our organization depends on local squadrons for success; 

you are the one that will turn those wrenches to make 

our bridge secure. Our bridge already has a strong foun-

dation—the Four Pillars of Service on which The Ameri-

can Legion was founded. Sons must continue to do our 

part and put the finishing touches on bridges that will 

link all branches of The American Legion Family togeth-

er, and more importantly, the bridge that will take us 

into the future.  

As our membership becomes stronger our programs will 

become stronger as will the promotion of our programs. 

This year I have chosen to promote the National Emer-

gency Fund which assists Legionnaires and Sons who 

are displaced or evacuated  from their primary home due 

to damages sustained by a declared natural disaster. 

Our hope is to raise $50,000 for this great program.  

As always, I’d like to see Sons lead the way in donations 

to the Child Welfare Foundation. Our goal of $400.000 is 

well within reach and your  fundraising efforts will bene-

fit a great many children.  

In 1925 The American Legion established the American 

Legion Endowment Fund. This Endowment fund Sup-

ports TFA (Temporary Financial Assistance) for the chil-

dren of veterans eligible for The American Legion. It di-

rectly benefits children’s health and welfare. This fund 

has been around for 90 years. We would like to raise 

$1,000 for each year of its existence - $90,000 is our goal. 

Please continue to support all of our programs. I know 

you will. Let’s build those bridges together and take the 

Sons of The American Legion into a bright future.    

Commander Moss was elected National Commander at 

the 43d SAL  National Convention in Charlotte, NC. 

Membership                            

Wreaths Across America and Arlington National Cemetery 
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     SAL Radio, Ken Kratzer 
Credentialed for the Army-Navy Game this past December in 

Baltimore for the sixth year, SAL Radio produced a dozen vid-

eos, hundreds of photos, Facebook postings and tweets, sever-

al live from the field retweeted by @American Legion telling 

the story of these future officers.                                                

A couple of neat moments during Army-Navy, filming the 

"March Ons" of the Corps and Midshipmen, greeting the spon-

soring USAA reps, filming the emotion of the Alma Maters 

and the postgame comments.  Our best moment was asking 

Army senior Joe Drummond from Rochester, NY about the 

honor of wearing "The Black Lion" patch, a tribute to Army 

player Don Holleder who died in the Vietnam War.              

Every Monday 

afternoon 2:30 - 3 PM John Chuhran, Jack McGuirk and I broad-

cast the Sons of the American Radio broadcasts a report from 

WVOX 1460 AM in New Rochelle covering news and interviews 

about the military, veterans, and college sports. Recent highlights 

include interviewing Yankee manager Joe Gerardi at a Veteran's 

Day event, receiving updates from the NY National Guard, the 

Girl Scout project that sent hundreds of cookie cartons to front 

line military, the Westchester County Honor Flight, and Chair-

man of the Joint Chiefs General Martin Dempsey at the Army-

Navy basketball game.  We talk often to authors, recently with 

Admiral Terry McKnight who wrote "Pirates Alley" about the fight 

against the 

Somaili pirates and John Feinstein who describes so well 

the joys and ills of college sports.                                          

We have moved in the past year to video interviews that 

can be presented on social media channels such as Youtube, 

Facebook, Twitter and Linked In.  We have over 400 videos 

on Youtube page many are one-on-one interviews with vet-

erans, military members and West Point football players 

and coaches.  We are invited to asked questions in the Army 

postgame press conferences and present the video on our 

social media pages.  We can always use help with stories, 

editing material, and writing up stories.  Please contact me 

if you would like to get involved.                                            

Right now we are entirely self funded, covering costs for 

equipment, travel and promotion.  This fall we replaced a 

$700 camera lost to water damage at a game and bought a new 

mini-cam.  Most of our work is done off of smartphone cameras 

and like many we get by with slow laptops. As a special project, 

we are working on another project at Arlington National Ceme-

tery to update the Protestant Chaplains Monument not updat-

ed since WWII.  We actually have a budget for this and the 

names of at least 18 Army names of Chaplains KIA in Korea, 

Vietnam, and recent conflicts.                                                   

Ken Kratzer                                                                                

Sons of the American Legion Radio                                          

Received February 2014: US Army "Outstanding Civilian Ser-

vice Medal".                                                                       

kgk914@aol.com                                                                                     

c914-450-9554 
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The American Legion Auxiliary 

and the Sons of The American 

Legion in New York State are 

proud to announce the 7th Annual 

Walk-A-Thon to benefit the 13 

Veterans Administrative Medical 

Centers in New York State, the 5 

New York State Veterans Homes, 

the Fisher House in Albany, New 

York and help support the need of 

veterans returning from areas of 

conflict from across the globe. The 

Walk-A-Thon will take place on 

April 11, 2015 in a city near you. 
This Walk-A-thon will benefit the 

Veterans residing at each of these 

facilities, assist in their care and 

meet some of the needs of their 

family members while they are 

visiting. These funds will help 

voluntary service departments 

purchase personal hygiene prod-

ucts, board games, home comput-

ers, DVD’s, coffee makers, movie 

passes, tickets to sporting events, 

phone cards, along with renovat-

ing and upgrading recreation and 

therapy equipment. Funds are 

always needed for the upkeep of 

the Fisher House. The Fisher 

House provides veterans families 

a place to stay at no charge while 

their loved ones are receiving 

medical care at Stratton Veterans 

Administration Medical Center. 

The New York State Veterans 

Homes are assisted living homes 

for veterans. Recreational and 

social donations are always wel-

comed and improve the quality of 

life for our veterans residing 

there.                                  
With the number of veterans re-

turning from active duty from the 

conflicts in the Middle East, these 

young men and women need the 

services provided at our VAMC’s 

in New York State and  their fam-

ily’s need help adjusting to their 

loved ones medical condition suf-

fered in time of war. Let’s not for-

get our aging veterans who have 

served our country in the past. 

They with no doubt deserve the 

best in recreational and socializa-

tion programs that can be offered 

to them.                        This 

Walk-A-thon will be held all 

across New York State on April 

11, 2015. It will take place in all 

the major metropolitan areas as 

well as other cities and towns in 

New York State. The public is en-

couraged to participate. Please 

seek out the support of communi-

ty organizations such as Boy 

Scout and Girl Scout Troops, local 

4 H organizations, college frater-

nities and sororities for example. 

We have a goal of raising at least 

$120,000.00 during this day which 

can be obtained by pledges, dona-

tions from individuals and busi-

ness.  With your support and love 

for our country this figure can 

easily be doubled. All donations 

and pledges need to be sent to: 

Detachment of New York Sons of 

the American Legion, 112 State 

Street, Suite 1300, Albany, New 

York 12207 Please make out all 

checks payable to, Detachment of 

New York Sons of The American 

Legion and put in the memo line 

Walk-A-Thon. 

 They Marched for Us, Let’s Walk for Them       

Vince Green, VA&R Chairman 
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Department of NY Auxiliary President Diane Gerber has selected “A Soldier’s Wish” as her 2014-2015 Depart-

ment President’s Project. “Soldier’s Wish” had its genesis when a group of like-minded citizens gathered together 

to create an event to raise funds to help honor and support our veterans and active-duty military. They raised 

approximately $50,000, which was donated to the American Legion to use for such purposes. Several of those in-

volved decided to create a charity which could continue that mission. The group began selecting individuals who 

understood the need for Soldier’s Wish and were willing to invest themselves in helping Soldier’s Wish accom-

plish their mission. Pulling from a dedicated group of individuals who wanted to take part in helping meet the 

unmet needs of those who have served—and are serving—as members of our nation’s Armed Forces, an initial 

Board of Directors was selected. Every day since its inception, Soldier’s Wish invites all Americans to become 

involved in one of the most fulfilling missions of all times. Today, we are inviting YOU! Your support of Soldier’s 

Wish is your opportunity to say Thank You in a very special way to our American heroes for their sacrifice for 

our country (Taken from the Department of NY Auxiliary Website). The American Legion has embraced Soldiers 

Wish and encourages Legion Family members to get involved by nominating recipients, raising money and or-

ganizing events. For more information about “A Soldier’s Wish” go to www.deptny.org or www.soldierswish.org. 
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Detachment Color Guard  

display our colors. In 2014 we par-

ticipated in 17 events including flag 

education, Babe Ruth Baseball, Re-

lay for Life, Rochester Red Wings 

Baseball, Warriors Day Parade in 

Canada, Flag Retirement Ceremo-

nies, military funerals and local 

parades. For the past 10 years, we 

have served as the 7th District Col-

or Guard. We have won many 

awards and citations including De-

tachment champions, 7th District 

champions, Warriors Day Parade 

champions and the Marine Tattoo.  

Ray Lawson,                                  

Color Guard Captain  

This year’s Detachment Color 

Guard is from Seeley B Parish 

Squadron 457; Phelps, NY. It is 

their sixth appointment to repre-

sent the Detachment. First appoint-

ed by Tom Kurk ’05-’06 followed by 

Al Deichler ’06-’07; Jerry Ketchum 

’07-’08; John Rogers ’10-’11 and 

Greg “Doc Gibbs ’11-’12.               

The Squadron Color Guard was 

formed in 1997 with five original 

members and has grown to eighteen 

members today. The primary ideals 

and objectives to establish a formal 

color guard was to provide the 

Squadron with a uniformed group 

suitable to conduct and participate 

in ceremonial functions and activi-

ties, furnish an impressive and fa-

vorable public impression of the 

Sons of The American Legion and to 

lend dignity to official functions of 

the Squadron.                                 

We started out by participating in 

the Memorial Day and local parades 

to support our veterans and proudly 

Legion is all about, nothing com-

pares to a successful Uniformed 

Groups program. Be it a color 

guard, honor guard, flag line, drill 

team, or drum corps, this is your 

showcase to the community. Hon-

or guards at funeral services, color 

guards presenting the colors at 

school events, flag lines and drill 

teams in parades, and drum corps 

competitions, all with your squad-

rons name and number in front of 

thousands of people all looking at 

you and learning that The Ameri-

can Legion is more than a place 

where veterans  go to socialize.   

   

Bill Towns  

Sons of The American Legion 

Americanism Commission 

Color guards have been an important 

part of American history.  In early 

history, flags were used for a number 

of purposes.  A detachment of soldiers 

was usually assigned to protect the 

flag.  As history moved forward, color 

guards were used to lead marching 

bands, drum and bugle corps and oth-

er types of marching units.  At a later 

convention, a color guard competition 

also became a feature of The Ameri-

can Legion Convention.  Since then, 

The American Legion, having its 

foundation in the military, has 

designated these classes of compe-

tition to the preservation and edu-

cation of our country’s rich and 

patriotic history of honor guards 

by all of our Legion Family Or-

ganizations.  The Legion is dedi-

cated to upholding proper proto-

col, point of honor and due and 

proper respect for our National 

Colors in all ceremonial situa-

tions. (Taken from The American 

Legion National Convention Color 

Guard Rule Book )  Of the many 

ways to let the community know 

what The Sons of The American 

UNIFORMED GROUPS                     

A SQUADRON'S SHOWCASE     

Phleps Post 457 American Legion Family Color Guards 
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 On Feb. 3, 1943, the United States Army Transport 

Dorchester – a converted luxury liner – was crossing 

the North Atlantic, transporting more than 900 troops 

to an American base in Greenland. Aboard the ship 

were four chaplains of different faiths: Reverend 

George Fox (Methodist), Jewish Rabbi Alexander 

Goode, Reverend Clark Poling (Dutch Reformed) and 

Father John Washington (Roman Catholic). Around 

12:55 a.m., a German U-boat fired a torpedo that 

struck Dorchester’s starboard side, below the water 

line and near the engine room. The explosion instant-

ly killed 100 men and knocked out power and radio 

communication with Dorchester’s three escort ships. 

Within 20 minutes, the transport sank and more than 

670 men died. As soldiers rushed to lifeboats, the four chaplains spread out, comforting the wounded and direct-

ing others to safety. One survivor, Private William Bednar, later said, “I could hear men crying, pleading, pray-

ing. I could also hear the chaplains’ preaching courage. Their voices were the only thing that kept me going.” 

Another survivor, John Ladd, watched the chaplains’ distribute life jackets, and when they ran out, they re-

moved theirs and gave them to four young men. “It was the finest thing I have seen, or hope to see, this side of 

heaven,” he recalled. As Dorchester sank, the chaplains were seen linked arm in arm, praying. Fox, Goode, Pol-

ing and Washington were posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service Cross and the Purple Heart, and in 

1948, Congress declared Feb. 3 to be Four Chaplains Day. The four chaplains were also honored with a U.S. 

postage stamp that year. Because of the Medal of Honor’s strict requirements of heroism under fire, Congress 

authorized a one-time Chaplain’s Medal for Heroism on July 14, 1960. The award was presented to the chap-

lains’ next of kin Jan. 18, 1961. On Feb. 3, 1951, President Truman dedicated a chapel in the chaplains’ honor at 

Grace Baptist Church in Philadelphia. When the building was sold, the chapel fell into disrepair, and the foun-

dation overseeing the chapel moved it to the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard in 2001. The chapel was repaired in 

2004 and given the name Chapel of the Four Chaplains. In 2006, at The American Legion’s 88th National Con-

vention in Salt Lake City, the National Executive Committee passed a resolution that supported awarding the 

Medal of Honor to Fox, Goode, Poling and Washington. Every year, American Legion posts nationwide remem-

ber Four Chaplains Day with memorial services. To request information on how to conduct a Four Chaplains 

Memorial Service, contact Charles Graybiel (cgraybiel@legion.org) of the Americanism and Children & Youth 

Division at (317) 630-1212. Learn more about the four chaplains by visiting The Immortal Chaplains Foundation 

(www.immortalchaplains.org) and The Four Chaplains Memorial Foundation (www.fourchaplains.org). 

(Information taken from The American Legion website) 

 The Four Chaplains 

Chaplain Memorials at Arlington National Cemetery  



Public Relations Commission  

The Detachment Public Relations Commission would like to 

thank every member for their contributions and support. 

Our goal is to report all newsworthy items, to educate our-

selves and others of the activities and programs of The 

American Legion and the Sons of The American Legion. 

We are looking for you to brag about what is going on in 

your Squadron, County or District.  What have you been up 

to, a service project, fundraiser, outstanding member or are 

you chartering a New Squadron? Photos tell a good story! 

Please send your news articles and photos for the Spring is-

sue by March 21, 2015.  Send to James Coates at 

coajam1@gmail.com. 
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James Coates, Chairman     

159 East Street                  

Honeoye Falls, NY 14472          

(585) 624-7443 (H)           

(585) 727-6624 (C)          

Email: coajam1@gmail.com 

Kevin Harrington         

1467 Bame Road 

Castleton, NY 12033 

518-732-2167 

kevin-anneharrington 

@juno.com 

Gabe Cinquegrana              

4178 Angela Way            

Canandaigua, NY 14424         

585-394-2462                          

gcinqueg@rochester.rr.com 

Daryl Verstreat                    

208 Fillmore St                           

Newark, NY 14513              

(315) 926-8061                            

Daryl7374@hotmail.com 

Timothy Van Patten, II          

8075 County Rd                     

East Amherst, NY 14051      

(716) 741-8385                         

tsvp2@aol.com       

Kenneth G. Kraetzer                 

21 Grandview Ave                    

White Plains, NY 10605             

(914) 630-3457 (W)                    

kgl914@aol.com 

In late November the Canandaigua VA 

conducted a Holiday Gift Shoppe for veter-

ans, where veterans could select items do-

nated by the American Legion Auxiliary, to 

send to loved ones for Christmas.  The 2-

Day event saw hundreds of Veterans shop-

ping for gifts, which were then wrapped 

individually by volunteers and then pack-

age and shipped.  SAL members taking 

part in this event were Ontario Squadron 

member Jessee Parks, 7th District Com-

mander Daryl VerStreate, and Detachment 

Adjutant Bob Avery. 

7th District of NY Officers and members 

provided Wheelchair Escort to veterans at 

the Canandaigua VA on Christmas morn-

ing.  From left: 7th District Commander 

Daryl VerStreate, Gabe Cinquegrana, VA 

Chaplain Pamula Royal, Joe Cleveland, 

Colin McDaniels, and Eric Hirst  

 

Phelps Squadron 457 Color Guard, Memorial Day 2012  


