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Hello fellow Sons,                           

We, Commander Frank, President 

Diane and myself, have been travel-

ing throughout our 62 Counties. We 

have completed 40 of 62. It has been 

a very rewarding experience! Each 

county has its own unique way of do-

ing their visitation to make the visit-

ing party feel welcome. This was 

done very well in each county, way 

beyond our expectations.                 

We have seen how the American Le-

gion Family works together in many 

different situations. The Sons are 

truly an asset to the Legion Family.  

They have made me very proud of 

each and every one of them. They 

have cooked for dinners, made food 

for luncheons, served the food and 

just been there if needed.                 

We were honored to visit the Veter-

ans hospitals and the Veteran hous-

ing complexes. The Veterans them-

selves were so proud to have us visit 

them. We only wish that we had 

more time to visit. They were willing 

to share some of their lives with us. 

Maybe someday we can visit them 

again. If you are able to visit a Veter-

an’s home or hospital please make 

the time and do if for them as well as 

for yourself.                                      

We also visited two crisis centers for 

the Veterans. This was a welcome 

site to know that this kind of help is 

out there for them and their family 

members. The men and women that 

work or donate their time at these 

places are very special and should be 

thanked daily in our prayers.      

Commander Mike Helm has put out 

a challenge to the Sons and Legion 

Riders: PLEASE TRY AND MAKE 

TIME TO HELP OUT AT THESE 

HOMES AND HOSIPTALS!! You 

will find it rewarding and you will 

also be helping to give the ones that 

are there now some well-deserved 

time.      

Our visits also allowed us to see 

many veteran cemeteries and memo-

rial parks.     (cont. on page 3)   
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Gentlemen,                                     

Our National SAL Commander 

Mike Moss from Colorado has 

coined his motto for this year to be 

"Building Bridges To The Future." 

As for our organization’s member-

ship, he would like to see us at 

100 percent by May 1, 2015 and 

have a renewal rate of at least 90 

percent. Moss' goals for this year 

include an SAL membership of 

370,000 members, $50,000 in do-

nations for the Legion's National 

Emergency Fund, $400,000 in do-

nations for The Legion Child Wel-

fare Fund, and $90,000 in dona-

tions for the Legion's National 

Endowment Fund.                                             

Our Detachment has always sup-

ported NEF, and Detachment 

Commander Charles Depo is ask-

ing for your support once again. 

Our state sees its share of disas-

ters and other calamities from 

year to year. The mega lake effect 

snow storm in Buffalo is a recent 

example. We need to continue in 

our strong support of the National 

Emergency Fund. That being said 

I just want to remind squadrons 

of the other projects being empha-

sized by our National Command-

er.       In 1925, World War I veter-

ans, widows and children contin-

ued to struggle to return to a reg-

ular life. The members of The 

American Legion, aware of the 

grave responsibilities entrusted to 

them by those who had served, 

knew the time had come to take 

action. More than 900,000 Legion-

naires, American Legion Auxiliary 

members and other American citi-

zens joined the campaign, raising 

nearly $5 million and establishing 

The American Legion Endowment 

Fund. Since then, tens of millions 

of dollars have been distributed to 

disabled veterans and children of 

those who served our great na-

tion. Gifts and donations are add-

ed to a trust that is administered 

by The American Legion Endow-

ment Fund Corporation. The cor-

poration, whose members are se-

lected by the National Executive 

Committee of The American Le-

gion, takes great care to ensure 

that these gifts are wisely invest-

ed. Income from fund investments 

is then passed on to the Veterans 

Affairs & Rehabilitation and Chil-

dren & Youth programs of The 

American Legion national organi-

zation to support national, state 

and local programs for veterans 

and children. Donations will help 

ensure the continuation of this 

proud tradition of service to veter-

ans and their children.                                             

Proceeds from The American Le-

gion Endowment Fund assist pro-

jects such as The American Le-

gion Temporary Financial Assis-

tance (TFA) program which 

awards cash grants to minor chil-

dren of veterans who are eligible 

for American Legion membership. 

These grants help families in need 

meet the cost of shelter, food, util-

ities and health expenses, thereby 

keeping the child or children in a 

more stable environment.                                     

TFA is limited to minor children 

(17 years or younger) whose bio-

logical parent, or legal guardian, 

is a veteran and is, or would have 

been, eligible for American Legion 

membership. However, Legion 

membership is not required. Chil-

dren 18-20 years old will also be 

considered if a current disability 

requires special schooling or in-

definite in-home care, or they are 

enrolled in an approved high 

school and unmarried. No child is 

considered eligible for Temporary 

Financial Assistance until a com-

plete investigation is conducted at 

the post or department level; a 

legitimate family need is deter-

mined; and all other available as-

sistance resources have been uti-

lized or exhausted. Additionally, 

the TFA application must origi-

nate and be filled out by someone 

at the local level.                                     

Now in its 60th year, The Ameri-

can Legion Child Welfare Founda-

tion (CWF) has awarded $566,691 

in grants to 18 nonprofit organiza-

tions. The grant recipients were 

selected by CWF’s Board of Direc-

tors on Oct. 12 during their annu-

al fall meeting at the Sheraton 

Hotel City Centre in Indianapolis. 

The recipients have been awarded 

the grants to support youth-

serving projects and to assist in 

the dissemination of information 

to the general public and to specif-

ic target group. Two of this year’s 

recipients are from New York:  

Children’s Institute, Inc. of Roch-

ester, N.Y., was awarded $7,580 

for its project, “Strengthening Mil-

itary Family Relationships 

Through Play.” The grant will un-

derwrite the production and dis-

semination of instructional DVDs 

to educate Boys and Girls Club 

staff on the needs of military chil-

dren. The Auxiliary and SAL 

sponsored the grant.                 

(cont. on page 3) 
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(Commander’s Message cont. from page 1)                                                                                                      

A lot of these parks were made or contributed to by the Sons to help make them possible. All I can say is 

WOW!!!  These have been so outstanding that it would be hard to say which was the best. All of them 

are a great tribute to those who lead the way for us to have our freedom. THANK YOU!                   

Thank you for giving me the position of your Detachment Commander. This has allowed me to see 

firsthand how the Legion Family works together and to meet such a large group of special people.  

Just a little reminder that we need to work harder on getting our membership numbers up before the 

1st of the year. The last thing we want is to lose our benefits because we have been delinquent in not 

reporting in to National. If there is a problem contact your District Commander or your Detachment 

Vice Commander, this is too important to let slide!! I am looking forward to seeing you all at Mid-

Winter. Best wishes to Past Detachment Commander John Rogers. Get well soon!    

  Detachment Commander, Chuck Depo 

(Adjutant, cont. from page 2)   

The Marfan Foundation of Port Washington, N.Y., 

was awarded $30,000 for its project “Parent’s 

Toolkit: Your Child and Marfan Syndrome.” The 

grant will provide informational toolkits for par-

ents of children with Marfan Syndrome. The Auxil-

iary and SAL sponsored the grant.                                                       

All Squadrons donating at least one dollar for each 

member during the American Legion Child Welfare 

Foundation’s award year will receive a beautiful ban-

ner/streamer. To qualify a squadron must donate one 

dollar per member based upon its official membership 

total as of  June 1, 2014.  The squadron has from 

June 1, 2014 to May 31, 2015 to complete its donation 

to the Child Welfare Foundation. The application can 

be downloaded at: http://www.legion.org/documents/

legion/pdf/cwf-cover-letter.pdf 

 

I as your Foreman forward this to the Detachment 

membership team. Who in turn will forward to the 

District, County and Squadron Commanders in their 

area. We have seen the 10%, 25% and 35% target 

dates already go by. The Detachment of New York has 

not reached one of these target dates.                             

The latest membership report (11/7/14) has the De-

tachment at 28.30%. This is 1,971 members short of 

the November 14th 35% target. Reviewing this report, 

the Detachment has 156 squadrons who have not 

transmitted any membership to date. If these 156 

squadrons sent a transmittal with their current offic-

ers, it would add 1,400 members towards our goal.  

   There are 16 Counties that have reached the 35% 

target, great job. The 9th District is leading the De-

tachment at 34.95%, with the 5th District quickly 

building at 34.12%. Districts 10, 7, 2 and 4 are not far 

behind, but need more journeymen on the job. Dis-

tricts 3, 6, 8 and 1 need to have their journeymen 

work overtime and get their bridge close to the others. 

   The Detachment has a membership goal of 29,440 

members for this administrative year. Last year the 

Detachment had over 3,000 new members with a re-

newal rate of about 88%. If we can get our renewal 

rate up another 5% and keep our pace with new mem-

bers, the Detachment should have no problem reach-

ing 100% on May 1, 2015 target date. 

   December 10, 2014 will be our next target date with 

a goal of 45%. Using the current numbers from the 

November 7, 2014 report, we need 4,915 members 

transmitted to Detachment headquarters by Decem-

ber 7, 2014 to reach this goal. If we all work together 

this is a realistic goal for us to reach.  

   If you need any help or have questions please con-

tact me at espeygaither@hotmail.com and I will be 

glad to help or answer your questions. Wishing you 

and your families a safe and Happy Thanksgiving, 

please take a moment to remember our service men 

and women who cannot be with their families on this 

day. 

    

This year our membership theme from National 

Commander Moss is “Building Bridges”. Well 

here in the Detachment of New York our bridge 

is off to a slow start. Our Project Engineer, Na-

tional Vice Commander Greg “Doc” Gibbs and 

the Area Foreman the National membership 

committee are working 7 days a week to ensure 

these bridges get built. Myself as Foreman, De-

tachment Membership Chairman need the Jour-

neymen who are all of you blue caps to help. As 

information gets sent down from the Engineer 

and Area Foreman,  

Membership                           

Gaither E. Espey 

mailto:espeygaither@hotmail.com
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     Fall DEC Meeting 
 

From left to right: 

PDC Thomas Small-

comb welcomes the 

DEC to Post 89 in 

Vestal.                   

Department Com-

mander Frank Peters 

addresses the DEC. 

Department of New 

York SAL consultant 

Robert Neville ad-

dresses the DEC. 

Americanism Chair-

man Robert Myrtle 

gives his report on the 

Americanism pro-

gram for the upcom-

ing year. 

 

Thomas Smallcomb 

shows members of the 

DEC a World War II 

collage.                   

Membership chair-

man Gaither  Espey 

meets with his com-

mission members. 

 

Chairman David Lee 

leads the Finance 

Commission meeting.  

Commander  Depo  

gives his report to the 

DEC. 
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Our Commander Mike Moss has 

a theme of “Building Bridges to 

the Future” for the year. This 

effort engages all of the Legion 

Family in connecting with po-

tential members.  A ribbon is 

available for your Post colors 

that says 100% membership.  It 

is only available when the Post 

is at 100% for the Legion, for the 

Sons, for the Auxiliary and for 

its Legion Riders Group.  It is 

imperative that all our organiza-

tions help one another to get to 

that 100% membership by build-

ing bridges together. 

Our regional membership chair-

man, PNVC John Waite from 

Vermont, is by connecting with 

all our Detachments in the East, 

including connecting with 

Gaither Espey from our own De-

tachment of NY.  

National Membership Chairman 

George Flasinski from PA is also 

on top of the membership drive 

here in the East and he has been 

a part of all our regional phone 

conferences as well.  The East is 

currently in last place in mem-

bership but has been doing well 

in contributions to CWF (Child 

Welfare Foundation) so far.  

Don’t forget the National Com-

mander’s charities include the 

NEF (National Emergency 

Fund) and the Legion Endow-

ment Fund.  This is a new one to 

many of us even though it has 

existed since 1925.  The Endow-

ment Fund can be used for a va-

riety of things for a veterans’ 

family and their children any-

thing from housing expenses to 

medical expenses to educational 

expenses.  

Look into the fund online and 

check it out , it does amazing 

things for veterans’ families.  

Make your donations to this 

when the Commander visits NY 

or at the Midwinter Convention, 

etc. so your squadron can get 

some PR from the gift. 

You may see the National crowd 

wearing our construction hel-

mets to show that we are active-

ly “building bridges to the fu-

ture”. 

 News from your National Vice Commander                        

Greg “Doc” Gibbs -The Commanders Theme 

PAGE 5 

“Doc” Gibbs Legislative Commission Report for Detachment of New York - The Legislative year is 

just now getting rolling.  We are following the Legion initiatives and priorities on the Legion.org website. 

The Washington, DC On-the-Hill Conference is scheduled for February 22-25, 2015.  The schedule is fairly 

typical. Sunday we go to the Memorials and Arlington where our Detachment Commander Chuck Depo will 

lay a wreath.  We will see National Commander Mike Moss lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Sol-

dier, Monday we will have meetings at the hotel regarding many Legion initiatives, Tuesday we have our 

pre-set appointments with our Congressional representatives on the Hill, and Wednesday we leave for 

home.   Our next official Legislative action is the On-the-Hill Conference in our own capital of Albany.  That 

is scheduled for March 1-3, 2015. If you are planning to attend 

either of these two events, please check in with the Legislative 

Commission Chairman Doc Gibbs so he can advise you about res-

ervations and procedures, breakfast tickets, etc.                                                 

If you are unable to attend our legislative events you can write 

letters of support for our various bills and resolutions and encour-

age others in your squadrons to do the same.  We need support to 

make sure the laws that benefit our military and our veterans are 

passed and services that these folks need are provided, in thanks 

for their service. A letter writing campaign is a great thing to help 

sponsor at your Squadron/Post level and your voice in the legisla-

tive process is so very important. 
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Americanism Commission  

Chairman Robert Myrtle 

ships.                                                 

The Samsung American Legion 

Scholarship is available through the 

National American Legion. Scholar-

ship applications are restricted to 

high school juniors who attend the 

current session of either The Ameri-

can Legion Boys State or Auxiliary 

Girls State program and are a di-

rect descendant - i.e. child, grand-

child, great grandchild, etc. - or a 

legally adopted child of a wartime 

veteran who served on active duty 

during at least one of the periods of 

war officially designated as eligibil-

ity dates for American Legion mem-

bership.                                           

The American Legion Legacy Schol-

arship is also available through the 

national American Legion. The 

American Legion wants to ensure 

higher education is a possibility for 

children whose parents have been 

killed while serving our country. It 

is a civic duty to provide them with 

equal opportunity. The Legion of-

fers its support through the Legacy 

Scholarship Fund. Information and 

applications for these scholarships 

can be found at www.legion.org/

scholarships. 

The Detachment of New York will 

be sponsoring essay contests  for 

grammar and  junior high school 

students again this year. First 

through fifth grade students are 

invited to participate in the “What 

America Means To Me” essay con-

test. Sixth, seventh and eighth 

grade students are invited to par-

ticipate  in the “What the Consti-

tution of the United States Means 

to Americans” essay contest. Fly-

ers, letters, rules and school infor-

mation can be found at 

www.sonsdny.org under Ameri-

canism. Please help to get this 

information out  to the schools in 

your area.                                     

In addition there are several 

scholarships available. The Wil-

liam P. O’Connell Memorial Schol-

arship is a $1,000 scholarship 

available to members in good 

standing of the Detachment of 

New York Sons of The American 

Legion.                                        

The Cerullo Memorial Scholarship 

is a $500.00 scholarship available 

to members in good standing of 

The American Legion,  American 

Legion Auxiliary, American Le-

gion Junior Auxiliary or Sons of 

The American Legion in New 

York State and are in their senior 

year of high school or graduates 

from an accredited school. Up to 

four (4) of these $500.00 scholar-

ships are awarded annually. One 

(1) new and up to three (3) renew-

able scholarships to previous win-

ners. Rules and applications for 

these scholarships are available 

on the website at 

www.sonsdny.org under scholar-

The Department of New York 

American Legion Auxiliary dona-

tion goes toward the Auxiliary 

President’s project related to some 

aspect of service to veterans and/

or their families.                              

Last year $23,000 was raised and 

donated. Let’s spread the word 

and see if we can beat that 

amount this year.  

The Veterans “They Marched for 

Us, Let’s Walk for Them” Walk-A-

Thon has become an annual fund-

raiser from which the proceeds 

are split between the Detachment 

of New York Sons of The Ameri-

can Legion and the Department of 

New York American Legion Auxil-

iary. The Detachment’s portion of 

these funds goes toward the 13 Vet-

erans Administrative Medical Cen-

ters in New York, the 5 New York 

State Veterans Homes, and the 

Fisher House in Albany. This Walk-

A-thon will benefit the veterans 

residing at each of these facilities, 

assist in their care and meet some 

of the needs of their family mem-

bers while they are visiting. These 

funds will help voluntary service 

departments purchase personal hy-

giene products, board games, home 

computers, DVD’s, coffee makers, 

movies passes, tickets to sporting 

events, phone cards, along with ren-

ovating and upgrading recreation 

and therapy equipment. Funds are 

always needed for the upkeep of the 

Fisher House 

Veteran’s Affairs and Rehabilitation 

Chairman, Vince Green 
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There is room for interested SAL members in the Press Association.                              

To join, complete and submit the application below.  



Public Relations Commission  

The Detachment Public Relations Commission would like to 

thank every member for their contributions and support. 

Our goal is to report all newsworthy items, to educate our-

selves and others of the activities and programs of The 

American Legion and the Sons of The American Legion. 

We are looking for you to brag about what is going on in 

your Squadron, County or District.  What have you been up 

to, a service project, fundraiser, outstanding member or are 

you chartering a New Squadron? Photos tell a good story! 

Please send your news articles and photos for the Mid-

Winter issue by January 10, 2015.  Send to James 

Coates at coajam1@gmail.com. 
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James Coates, Chairman     

159 East Street                  

Honeoye Falls, NY 14472          

(585) 624-7443 (H)           

(585) 727-6624 (C)          

Email: coajam1@gmail.com 

Kevin Harrington         

1467 Bame Road 

Castleton, NY 12033 

518-732-2167 

kevin-anneharrington 

@juno.com 

Gabe Cinquegrana              

4178 Angela Way            

Canandaigua, NY 14424         

585-394-2462                          

gcinqueg@rochester.rr.com 

Daryl Verstreat                    

208 Fillmore St                           

Newark, NY 14513              

(315) 926-8061                            

Daryl7374@hotmail.com 

Timothy Van Patten, II          

8075 County Rd                     

East Amherst, NY 14051      

(716) 741-8385                         

tsvp2@aol.com       

Kenneth G. Kraetzer                 

21 Grandview Ave                    

White Plains, NY 10605             

(914) 630-3457 (W)                    

kgl914@aol.com 

 

    Mid-Winter Conference  

The Mid-Winter Conference and DEC 

Meeting is coming up on January 23-25, 

2015. The official call with schedule and 

housing form is available on the website at 

www.sonsdny.org.  Mid-Winter is largely 

educational and a great opportunity to 

learn about American Legion programs.  

The schedule is as follows. 

Friday, Jan. 23, 2015 at the Holiday Inn 

5:00 PM  Commanders Rally 

     Committee/ Commission Meetings    

6:00 PM  Americanism                                

6:00 PM VA&R                                                          

6:00 PM Membership                                  

6:00 PM Legislative                                   

6:00 PM Leadership Workshop                    

7:00 PM Public Relations                                

7:00 PM Finance                                             

7:00 PM Children and Youth                          

7:00 PM Advisors Seminar at the Desmond  

Saturday, January 24, 2015                       

8:30 AM DEC Meeting                                  

1:00 PM S.A.L. Workshop                          

1:30 PM Conventions and Meetings               

2:45 PM Internal Affairs 

Sunday, January  25, 2015                     

8:30 AM DEC Meeting  

The Sons of The American Legion will also 

be participating in the Center for Disability 

Services Telethon on Sunday afternoon  

after the DEC meeting adjourns. Come and 

support this wonderful event as the Ameri-

can Legion Family takes to the phones in 

support of the Center for Disability Ser-

vices.   


