
American Legion Family Letter 
       From James Casey 
 
 In an effort to answer questions we receive on a daily basis via phone, letter, or 
e-mail, here is information with regards to The American Legion Family and each 
branch’s responsibility. 
 

• The National Headquarters of The American Legion has no control over the day-
to-day operations of Department Headquarters. 
 

o It does no good to call, write, or e-mail National Headquarters about 
problems within a Post or about anything to do with membership.  They 
simply refer said correspondence/calls back to Department Headquarters 
and, if it is anything other than membership, Department Headquarters 
refers same back to the Post. 

 

• Department Headquarters has no control over the day-to-day operations of 
Posts.  
 

o There is a chain of command for complaints regarding officers or 
members of a Post beginning with the Commander of the Post. 
 

o If the Commander is the problem or fails to solve the problem, the next 
step is to go to the County Judge Advocate, then the District Judge 
Advocate, and THEN the Department Judge Advocate. 

 

The American Legion Auxiliary was provided for by the first National 
Convention of The American Legion in 1919 as a SEPARATE corporation with no 
oversight or monetary ties to The American Legion at any level of the organization.  The 
relationship between the two organizations is one of COOPERATION rather than 
REGULATION.  The American Legion Posts and American Legion Auxiliary Units are 
related, but independent organizations each with separate EIN’s, financial records, By-
laws, etc. 

 
The National Judge Advocate of The American Legion has issued the following 

ruling: 
 
“It is crystal clear that The American Legion Post has no authority to control the 

Unit related to it.  The Post may not revoke nor threaten revocation of its Unit’s charter.  
The Unit should regard its connection with the Post as a distinct honor.  It should strive 
unceasingly to carry out the National Constitution’s pledge to participate in and 
contribute to the accomplishment of the aims and purposes of The American Legion.” 

 
Eligibility and membership in the Auxiliary is limited to women who have direct 

personal connection with service members from World Wars I and II, the Korean or 



Vietnam War, or conflicts in Lebanon, Grenada, Panama, Operation Desert 
Shield/Storm, the Gulf War, OIF/OEF until the cessation of hostilities as determined by 
the US Government.  (Additional information on eligibility and membership may be 
obtained from The American Legion Auxiliary National website.) 

 
As of this writing, men are not eligible for membership in The American Legion 

Auxiliary. 
 
National Judge Advocate, Philip Onderdonk, states there are five rules of 

subsidiary corporations, Sons of The American Legion, and The American Legion 
Riders as follow: 

 
1. All officers, directors, trustees, etc. must be named by the Post (usually 

nominated by the Post Commander and confirmed by the Post Executive 
Committee). 
 

2. All vacancies in the subsidiary corporation must be filled by the Post. 
 

3. The subsidiary corporation must report to the Post no less than once per 
month.  These reports must include financial reports. 

 
4. The Post Treasurer or Finance Officer must be the signatory on all accounts. 
 

5. All amendments to articles of incorporation or by-laws must be approved by 
the Department.  If the current text has not been approved by the 
Department, it too must be so approved. 

 
The Sons of The American Legion was created in 1932 as a COMMITTEE 

within the American Legion.  It is made up of boys and men of all ages whose parents 
or grandparents served in the US military and became eligible for membership in The 
American Legion. 

 
All male descendants, adopted sons, or stepsons of members of The American 

Legion and such male descendants of veterans who died in service during periods of 
war as designated by the United States Congress for eligibility in The American Legion 
or who died subsequent to their honorable discharge from such service, shall be eligible 
for membership in the Sons of The American Legion.  You are NOT eligible under an 
uncle or aunt. 

 
No females are eligible for membership in the Sons of The American Legion. 
 
ALL actions of the Sons of The American Legion at all levels shall be subject to 

review and ratification at the appropriate level of The American Legion.  The SAL 
Squadron shall be organized under the JURISDICTION AND SPONSORSHIP of a local 



Post of The American Legion.  Squadron officers elected are subject to the approval of 
the sponsoring American Legion Post. 

 
All funds received in any manner for welfare purposes of any nature by a 

Squadron or County organization shall be deposited in a duly authorized banking 
institution, and none of such funds shall be withdrawn except for welfare purposes and 
upon draft signed by the Treasurer of the Squadron or County Organization and at least 
one other member thereof duly elected for that purpose.  All financial records of a 
Squadron must be open for review by the sponsoring Post. 

 
The American Legion Riders are a program of a Post with all the same rules 

and regulations of all other programs of the Post, however the Riders are open to all 
members of The American Legion Family.  They are sponsored at the discretion of a 
Post and can be disbanded by a vote of the Post.  The Director of the Riders can be 
appointed and removed at the Post Commander’s discretion.  All financial records of the 
Riders must be open and available to the Post at all times. 

 
In addition, when a subgroup of the Legion wants to setup a corporation or a 

501(c)3 (for ANY reason), they must first check with Department Judge Advocate 
Charles Mills or Department Adjutant James W. Casey. 

 
Yours for The American Legion, 
 

James W. Casey 
 
James W. Casey 
Department Adjutant 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDENDUM: 
The titles of “director”, “president”, or “commander” are all used across the country to denote 

what amounts to the chairman or appointed leader of the ALR programs, whether post, district, 

or department.  In the majority of departments, the title is “Director.”  However, if the riders 

prefer the title of “commander” or “president” and the Department Executive Committee 

agrees, then it is allowable as a custom/courtesy.  Most programs use the title of “Director” or 

“Chairman”.  The use of the titles President or Commander sometimes is misunderstood as a 

gang or club title—and besides is confusing with the existing titles of Commander and President 

for the Legion and Auxiliary top positions. 



As far as national is concerned, the titles of Director, Chairman, President, Commander, etc. are 

all interchangeable and completely up to the department executive committee to have 

freedom and authority to use as they see fit.   I recommend “state director” or “state chairman” 

only because these titles are becoming universal for the ALR programs. 

However, whatever the title, it is important to note that it is an appointed position—the ALR 

officers are named by the American Legion commander at each level.  For instance, chapter 

officers are named by the post commander (or post executive  committee) and department 

officers are named by the department commander or DEC.  This is in fact true for the SAL and 

all other post and department programs that have officers, chairmen, or other leadership 

positions. 

In practice, both the SAL and ALR are given the courtesy of holding elections at post and 

department, and the post or department commander then “installs” the new officers at an 

appropriate ceremony.  The DEC or PEC may also just approve the new slate of officers by vote 

and that takes care of “naming” or appointing the ALR officers each year.  ALR and SAL do not 

have independent elections—the department or post can refuse to approve an election and 

name their own officers if they think necessary.  The Legion commander may also remove SAL 

or ALR officers pretty much at will—in much the same way an ALR Commander should be able 

to replace an ALR officer who is failing to uphold the rules or values of The American Legion 

Riders. 

In some departments, elections are not held at all—the department simply appoints an ALR 

Chairman (or Director, President, Commander) each year. 

In short, ALR is not a separate program from The American Legion, and the department 

executive committee sets all rules to be similar to other similar department programs like 

Baseball, SAL, Oratorical, and so on, and the ALR leaders/officers hold the same status as 

department-appointed chairmen,  vice chairmen, etc.  In this way the ALR retains the right to 

wear the ALR trademark logos and use the name “Legion Riders” under federal trademark 

laws.  Separate, independent elections would mean losing the trademark. 

Some department ALR programs have special clothing items.  Virginia, for instance, provides 

the Chairman (their title for the state director) with a gold cord to hang on the vest (similar to 

the infantry shoulder cord).  Other officers have red cords, and the state ALR committee all 

wear white cords.  In Wisconsin, the President wears a white beret.  And of course the 

departments might authorize a blue Legion cap with lettering on the side for the “State ALR 

Director” or Past State ALR Director.  Whatever the NY Riders and DEC agrees upon, that will be 

the NY tradition for the next 100 years or more. 

 


