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MINUTES OF THE PRE-CONVENTION D.E.C. MEETING 
July 16, 2008 

Holiday Inn Turf 
Colonie, New York 

 
Á Commander Ketchum called the Meeting to order at 6:05PM. 
Á The Colors of our Nation being in place the membership saluted.  
Á Chaplain Burch offered the Opening Prayer. 
Á Master Sgt.-at-Arms Mercer placed the POW/MIA banner. 
Á V/C Williamson led the membership in The Pledge of Allegiance. 
Á V/C Caldwell led the membership in the Preamble.  

 
Ç Adjutant Avery took Roll Call, which indicated a quorum was present.  
 

 
Á N.E.C. Downey introduced Tommie Cisna leading candidate for National Commander 

of the Sons of the American Legion. Tommie thanked us for having him here with, and 
thanked us for our hospitality on behalf of himself and his wife, and stated he will talk to us 
again tomorrow. 

Á N.E.C. Downey introduced National Commander of the Sons of the American Legion 
Raymond Geihl. Commander Geihl stated that he was happy to be here and thank us for the 
invitation to here.   

Á Convention Chairman Kearsing welcomed every one to Albany. If you are have problems 
with the hotel accommodations let me know. There are still tickets for the installation 
luncheon. Shuttle service is posted in the lobby. 

   
 

A motion was made by NEC Downey and seconded by 8th District Commander Hewitt to 
dispense with the reading of the Mid-Winter minutes and to accept them as distributed. The 
motion was carried. 

 
 
1.00 SICK CALL & RELIEF 
 1.01 None  
 
2.00 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

2.01 Protocol Chairman Kurk stated that the manual had been sent to all the D.E.C. 
members and asked a motion to approve it. 

 Historian Lutz motion to approve the protocol manual. Chaplain Burch 2nd the motion.   
Discussion on the motion. It needs to be more in-depth, i.e.: How to dress for functions, what to 
bring to meetings, i.e.: membership cards and covers. The manual is a living document that can be 
updated. 
After the discussion the motion was carried 
 
 

3.00 NEW BUSINESS & CORRESPONDANCE 
3.01 Finance Chairman Lee introduced the 2008 – 2009 Budget along with proposed 
changes to the expense authorizations. Then asked for a motion to accept it.  
3rd Commander Myrtle motion to accept the proposed budget and changes to the expense 
authorizations. V/C Bishop 2nd the motion. 
Discussion on the motion. Do we need a resolution to change the O’Connell Scholarship? The 
answer is yes. It is not automatic just because the line item in the budget has been changed. 
After the discussion the motion was carried.  
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 4.00 FOR THE GOOD OF THE SONS   

4.01  Chaplain Burch is requesting names for the memorial service. If you have any please 
get them to me as soon as possible.  

 
 
 

There being no further business to come before the Meeting, Chaplain Burch offered the Closing 
Prayer, Master Sgt.-at-Arms Mercer retrieved the POW/MIA banner, and the membership saluted 
the Colors of our glorious Nation. 
 
Á The Meeting was adjourned at 6:45 PM. 
   

 
Respectfully Submitted,     Reviewed: 
 
Raymond J. Jarvis     Robert J. Avery 
Assistant Detachment Adjutant    Detachment Adjutant 
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me get on my soapbox and beg, plead, IMPLORE all our members to share our 
accomplishments and efforts with EVERYONE in the COMMUNITY, STATE and 
NATION.  Our preamble asks us to deliver to our communities, state and nation, 
and we do with no questions asked, with all the efforts we can muster, but, we are so 
reluctant to brag about ourselves.  Our organization can grow by leaps and bounds if 
more people know of all the good we do….and we should be the MESSENGERS far 
and wide!!!!! 
Onondaga County made a motion to accept the report which was seconded and 
carried. 

1.27 Chaplain Burtch reported since we last met at Convention in Niagara Falls, I have 
been busy keeping up with get well and condolence cards requested throughout our 
great state.  Included in my list of cards were: Ted Armbrust, Vince Green, David 
Amo, John Lucas, Donald Chalmers, Gerald Goodkin Jr, Kevin Harrington, and 
Thomas Kurk who all suffered the passing of their Moms.  On the other side of the 
Isle, we had National Chaplain Jack Donnelly, lose his father.  There were many get 
well cards sent to a variety of people all around the State including: Robert Cox, Cal 
Farney, Albert Diechler, David Downey, and many others.  Fortunately it seemed to 
be a slow year in condolences, with only 9 members reported to have passed on and 
whose name shall be read at our memorial service.  Outside the Detachment I sent a 
card of condolence to the family of Warren Manor, Legion 3rd/4the Vice 
Commander who passed away this spring.  I also attended several funerals for local 
SAL members John Sigsbee, Donald Frick, Gerald Godkin, and Robert Mullen Jr.  I 
also attended in a frightening frequency many Funeral Services for local Legion 
Members.  13 services in 4 weeks – 2 Son’s and 7 Veterans (Legion). 
We are losing our greatest National resource at an astounding rate, and that resource 
isn’t gasoline, it is great American Veteran a proven asset for the American people 
and our way of life.  When you have a free minute in your day, try to reflect on all 
they have given to us and all they have sacrificed to support our way of life.  Say a 
prayer for them and remember to help a vet any time you can. In support of the 
Detachment, I hope to work with Detachment Webmaster John Walpole on adding 
a scanned in image of our standard get well, and sympathy cards, so members can 
print their own cards for their personal use at the local level from our website.  The 
Chaplain will still have an official copy, that will be separate and distinct for the 
Detachment, but we should have a basic form for use, by any one who wishes to 
send them.  Many times people are home and well again by the time the Chaplain is 
asked to send a card, and many people would send them for the sake of sending them 
if they were available online.  I also believe this could make the Squadron Chaplains 
job easier and much more affordable. As always please feel free to contact me for any 
cards or official services that you may need.  My home phone is 315-736-0019 or my 
cell is 315-235-8698 or email burtch7@aol.com  

• Oneida County made a motion to accept the report which was seconded and 
carried. 

1.28 Judge Advocate Randall Lewis reported this has been an exciting year with the 
formation of the Second District, Several Counties and the number of new 
Squadrons. I have again received a number of Constitution and By-laws changes.   
I would like to congratulate the 2nd District on a great job this year.  As 2nd District 
Commander John mentioned in his report thee were “growing pains”, but I’m 
confident these are behind them and 2nd District will continue to grow.  They have 
done a great job with membership but I know they are just scratching the surface at 
the membership. Two areas I would like to touch on are Communication and 
Resolutions as PDC Deichler noted Communication is Key. If you have a problem 
in your area please reach out to your Detachment officers. We are often able to assist 
you in working thought problems and answering questions. As for Resolutions if you 
have a Committee or Commission Chairman or County and you are expecting to 
present any type of a resolution please contact me as soon as you can prior to 
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Convention or DEC meeting so we can work on the resolution to make sure it is in 
proper form. Finally I would like to complement all of you in our great Detachment 
on the progress we have had over the past years in growing, Our Great Organization 
in the American Legion family and would encourage you to always promote the 
Family and give our Legionnaires and Auxiliary members the respect they Deserve. 

• Chautauqua County made a motion to the report which was seconded and carried 
1.26  Credentials Chairman Anderson reported that we currently have 99 registered 

delegates. 
1.27  V/C Bishop reported as the 2007 – 2008 membership year comes to a close I must 

say it has truly been a privilege and an honor to serve as Detachment Vice 
Commander for the 3rd and 4th Districts. I enjoyed traveling with Commander Jerry, 
4th District Commander Gather Espy and 3rd District Commander Bob Myrtle during 
the 18 County Visitations to the 3rd and 4th Districts. The thing I enjoyed most during 
those Visitations was hearing and seeing the great things our Squadrons were 
accomplishing in the 4th District Saranac Squadron #1618 built and entertainment 
stage for their post.  Squadron #337 in Fulton County remodeled their basement into 
a full kitchen for post functions.  Squadron #574 Washington County had a 
muzzleloader raffle in which 1,000.00 dollars was raised for the Fisher House.  
Squadron #20 in Plattsburgh held a candlelight vigil for the man and women serving 
our great nation, they also held a fundraiser for children with Autism. 
In the 3rd District Squadron #1520 supported their Three (3) Veterans Transitional 
and Rehabilitation houses and also adopted 20 children and provide them with gifts 
and clothing during the Holidays.  Gerald O’Neil Squadron #1683 donated 50 pair 
for sweat pants and sneakers to the Stratton V.A. Hospital for outpatients and helped 
sponsor a Bowl-A-Thon to raise money for another Veteran project. The Patriot 
flight in which $3,200.00 was raised. John McConnell Squadron #47 raised 
$2,500.00 for the Marine Corp Toys-for-Tots program.  N. Albany Squadron #1610 
with 27 members raised $12,100.00 for the WWP.  LaMouree Hackett Squadron 
#72 donated a $500.00 scholarship to a local high school student and $500.00 to a 
needy family who had just lost their father.  And the Albany County Sons of the 
American legion and Auxiliary held their Walk-A-Thon during our Statewide Walk-
A-Thon and was able to raise over $5,500.00.  So as you can see our Squadrons in 
the 3rd and 4th districts have been very active. I also had the privilege to travel to 
Washington DC for the Washington Conference.  I was able to see the WWII, 
Korean and Vietnam Memorials.  The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and Arlington 
National Cemetery.  I was able to watch our Sons of the American Legion National 
Commander Raymond Geihl Place wreaths at the World War II Memorial and also 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  Our Detachment of New York Commander 
Jerry Ketchum also placed a wreath at the base of the New York column at the 
World War II Memorial as well. I also had the opportunity of going to Capital Hill 
to meet our representatives from our Congressional district to discuss a wide range of 
issues that concern our nation and our veterans. That also a great experience. I have 
truly enjoyed this year and I would like to thank the members of the Detachment of 
New York for election me Vice Commander and for giving me the opportunity to 
experience the things I have just mentioned. I would also like to thank all of you here 
today for your commitment and dedication to our organization and to all the things 
you do to make our organization what it is today. In Closing may God bless our 
Veterans, the men and Women of our armed forces and may God bless America. 

• Albany County made a motion to accept the report which was seconded and 
carried. 

1.28 V/C Williamson reported well the year is winding down and I would like to thank 
everyone who helped me make this a very successful year as your 5th & 6th District 
Vice Commander.  I would like to especially thank John Knapp, 6th District 
Commander and Vince Green, 5th District Commander for the great jobs they did 
during all the 5th and 6th District visitations.  Also a special Thank you to Ted 
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Armburst (6th District) and Vince Green (5th District) for the hard work they put 
toward membership. I would like to congratulate Ted and the 6th District who has of 
7/3/08 is 100.83% of their goal with 3,164 members and in 3rd place for all Districts.  
These guys really worked hard to meet their goal.  The 5th District is doing a good 
job and I am confident Vince will make sure we hit our goal.  The 5th District as of 
7/3/08 is 97.65% with 5,658 members and 6th among the Districts.  I know Vince is 
working hard to get to 100%. I would like to acknowledge some of our Squadron 
accomplishments in the 5th District: Squadron 418 Phoenix – October Pig roast with 
proceeds going to the VA Hospital in Syracuse, Squadron 239 Skaneateles - $750.00 
Scholarship to Mary C. O’Donnell who will be attending Harvard.  Some other 
charities that donations were made to are – Skaneateles Fire Department, 
S.A.V.E.S., Skaneateles Food Pantry, Stafford Food Pantry, Mottville Fire 
Department. Squadron 1832 Mattydale hosted the 1st Annual Legion Family Hockey 
Night at the Syracuse Crunch.  Thank you to the boys from Binghamton who 
brought 15 people up for the game in March. April we had our Clambake with the 
East Syracuse S.A.L., Golf Tournament June 21st which with the proceeds we 
donated $500.00 to Josh and Friends at the Children’s hospital and $500.00 to 
N.E.A.D.S. Just a quick not that Gary, Sandy, David, Birgett finished last for the 2nd 
straight year, they will be going for the 3 peat next year. Squadron 141 Manlius – 
Purchased 11 uniforms and Parade SAL flag so they could parade with the Legion.  
They raised $1,800.00 for this.  Also during the course of the year they raised 
$3,800.00 to send care packages to there adopted platoons which they have 2 now. 
The 6th District I know has been very active: Squadron 1700 – Are painting all the 
doors of their post and replacing the emblems of the Legion Family. They attended 
the ground breaking for their Post’s Veterans Memorial park. Sponsored a boy for 
boy’s State. A couple of personal functions I was able to attend were on June 1st 
when I got to play in Oneida County’s golf tournament for Relay for Life which 
raised $2,500.00. A great job done by Joe Lenhardt and his Oneida county crew. 
Also I went to Hutchinson, Kansas in April and played in Past National 
Commanders Neal Warnken Squadrons golf tournament. My wife and I had a great 
4 days with Neal and his Wife and it was a pleasure to represent NY State. 

• Onondaga County made a motion to accept the report which was seconded and 
carried. 

1.29 V/C Commander Caldwell reported Well another Detachment year is coming to 
and end it has been an up and down year for the Districts.  The Programs for each 
District have been very strong and that is the up side, and the down side is we have 
not make up one hundred percent Membership yet but there is still time and we will 
keep trying. My year began with my attending Seventh District Commander Ross 
Polson’s homecoming on July 25th, the next week I attended an open house at Camp 
Good Days and Special times with our Commander Jerry and others. On September 
15th I was not able to attend the Fall DEC Meeting in Phelps, but I sent in a report.  
In October I went to the Fall NEC meeting in Indianapolis.  The attendance by 
members from New York was great and I’ll tell you that our members work when 
they go to these meetings.  While we were out there we took Commander Jerry out 
for his Birthday, I think we had as much fun as he did. On October 26th I was in 
Hamburg N.Y. for the Eight Districts Visitation of the Legion National Commander 
Martin Canatser and the next night I was in the Seventh District at Canisto N.Y. for 
his Visitation. What a great speaker he is. 
On November 11th I was invited to speak in Arkport N.Y. at their Veterans Day 
Dinner.  It was an Honor that I will always remember, thank you guys for the 
invitation. December 15th I attended the Placing Wreaths at the Bath National 
Cemetery for the Wreaths across America Program.  If any of you know where this 
program is being presented and it is close it would be well worth your time to go. 
On January 25th to the 27th I went to Mid-Winter Conference which was very well 
attended.  There was a full house. January 31st the Visitations of our Legion State 
Commander William Burnett, The Auxiliary President Carol Johnson, and our 
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Detachment Commander Jerry Ketchum, This started in the Eighth District and 
went from Jan. 31st to Feb 3rd.  The Second week we were in the Seventh District 
from Feb 7th to the 10th.  The Third week we were back in the Eight from Feb 14th to 
Feb 17th and the last week we returned to the Seventh from Feb 21st to the 24th.  
There was more ice those four weeks than I have seen before and still each Visitation 
was made on time.  One other thing about the Visitations.  They cost these 
representatives a lot of money out of their own pockets.  So when you are asked to 
support them please give so they can keep on doing the great job we elected them to 
do. We held our yearly 7th and 8th District Get-Together on April 20th in Albion N.Y. 
This meeting is held each year so that the two Districts can come together and talk 
about some of their programs.  We also invite some of the Candidates for the State 
Offices and if we have any Candidates for National we also invite them.  These are 
just two of the things we do.  After the meeting we have a chance to get to know 
each District Better. April 26th I went to Commander Jerry’s Homecoming in 
Canandaigua N.Y. The Attendance at his homecoming by the whole Legion Family 
was outstanding. On May 17th I was in Lockport N.Y. for the State Legion 
Commander William Burnett’s Homecoming again what a party.   
On May 18th I attended the 7th District’s annual Flag Education and Retirement 
Ceremony at Campbell N.Y. This year’s program featured the facts on “The Pledge 
of Allegiance” and its author, a reading by the 7th District Junior Auxiliary President, 
Active Participation from the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and a wide array of Color 
Guards, Patriotic Music, Flag Retirement ceremony with firing Squad and taps.  
This was one of the finest Flag Retirement Ceremonies I have ever seen. 
Last but now least each year the Seventh and Eight Districts present two ROTC 
awards in the Memory of William P. O’Connell.  These awards are given to a Third 
year Cadet who exhibits the ideals of the Sons of the American Legion, has 
demonstrated Ideals that Include the Fostering and perpetuating of a true spirit of 
Americanism, Sense of Individual Obligation by selfless service to Community, State 
and Nation.  The awards were given out at St. Bonaventure University and also at 
Rochester Institute of Technology. I would like to Thank Commander Jerry for the 
Great Job he had done this year.  It has truly been and outstanding job. I would also 
like to thank 7th District Commander Jim Coats and Eighth District Commander 
Kevin Hewitt for their Friendship and help this year and all the members of the 
Hewitt for their friendship and help this year and all the members of the 7th and 8th 
Districts without you nothing would have gotten completed this year.  You all make 
me proud to be your Vice Commander.  Thank you all. 

• Allegany County made a motion to accept the report which was seconded and 
carried. 

1.30 N.E.C. Downey introduced National Commander of the Sons of The American 
Legion Raymond Geihl. Ray stated that is great to be here. We need to make a 
difference with our Veterans, Children or our communities. I have to commend you 
on you on all your reports. Did you know that we raised over $332,000 for C.W.F. 
this year? All that money goes right to the kids. The Legion covers all the 
administrative cost.  All the money raised for C.M.N. stays at the locale hospitals. 
All the administrative cost is covered by corporate sponsors. So all the money goes to 
the kids. Did you know that we can change a generation? All we have to do is go to 
our locale schools and teach the kids flag educate. When these kids grow up in a few 
years they will be the voters. Then we could get the Flag Amendment passed. We 
need to keep working on membership. This how we will survive to continue doing 
the things that we do. We also need to let the community know what we are doing. 
We are all guilty of not telling people what we are doing for our Veterans, Children 
and our communities. Let new members know this and then it will be easier to keep 
them. Veteran’s assistance day came from a blue cap member. He stated to me why 
we can’t do like locale churches do to help each other out. That is how it started. 
This also a good way to show the community what we are doing.   
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• Commander Ketchum recessed the convention at 3:25 PM until 9:00 AM 

tomorrow.  
 

SECOND SESSION – JULY 18, 2008 
• Commander Ketchum called the Convention to order at 9:00 AM. 
• The Colors being in place, the membership saluted.  
• Adjutant Robert Avery read Roll Call of the DEC and Roll Call of Counties, which 

indicated a quorum was present.  
 
1.31 Honorary Junior Auxiliary President Abigail Wright stated that she was honored 

to be here. She stated that she had just graduated form high school and will be 
attending SUNY Potsdam in the fall to study criminal justice. She also stated that 
this has been a wonderful year that she will not forget. She would like to thank 
everyone for teaching her about the American Legion family and is looking forward 
to coming back next year as a senior member. Thank you and have a great 
convention.    

 
1.32 Department Auxiliary President Carol Johnson addressed the Convention. She 

thanked us for supporting her through the years and for the memories that she will 
always cherish. She thanked us for electing Jerry and will continue to support the 
sons. She also thanked us for our donation to her project. We are almost to $80,000 
for out veterans homes. 

 
• Commander Ketchum excused the members on the podium for the duration of the 

Annual Memorial Service. 
 

• Chaplain Burtch conducted the Annual Memorial Service, a ceremonial parade of 
service caps, placement of the Memorial Wreath, and the playing of taps. The 
Adjutant read the names of our 12 deceased members. 

 
1.33 V/C Frank Gee report that it was a great pleasure to here. As many of you know I 

am a duel member and from my perspective I can see the American Legion Family 
as a whole. The American Legion in essence is service to the community. We 
measure our success by what we do in our communities. We have many youth 
orientated programs. Oratorical, Baseball and Boy’s State. At boy’s state we teach 
how government works. Politics good and bad. What they learn most is respect and 
responsibility. The reason I mention this is because I see so many of you that could 
help contribute to this program. I it would be a sacrifice to take a week out of your 
life but it would be worth it. You would not only help the American Legion but you 
could help shape the future of America. In the first district we are forming a new 
post. It has been a lot of work. The new post name will be the 9-11 post. 

• New York County made a motion to accept the report which was seconded and 
carried.  

1.34 A.N.E.C Bogart reported following the midwinter meeting, The Department 
Visitations in the 7th and 8th Districts commenced on January 31st and ended on 
February 24th.  Of the 16 visitations I was able to make 14 with Detachment 
Commander Ketchum.  Meeting the many friends that I have come to know over the 
years was good, but those who have passed on were saddening. We went to 
Washington D.C. for the annual Washington Conference from March 30th to April 
2nd.  It was a busy time between meetings and going to the hill to meet with our 
respective representatives and others that made themselves available to us.  I had a 
long visit with my representative Congressman John (Randy) Kuhl with a good 
contingent from the 7th District led by P. Earl Gleason and many points of interest 
were discussed.  I attended the Public Relations and the Veterans Affairs and Rehab 
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Meetings. Prior to coming to Washington Conference Ken Kraetzer had talked with 
the U.S. Army representative at the Department Dinner at Midwinter following the 
presentation “Freedom Team Salute” Awards to members of the Department of 
New York who explained the reason behind the awards.  He set up a meeting with 
Col. Robert Duffey and Sgt. John P. Strock at their Head Quarters in Virginia.  
Attending the meeting were Ken Kraetzer, Robert Avery, Vince Green and Myself.  
We asked what we, the Sons of the American Legion could do to assist in this 
endeavor to get the word out.  We met with their extended staff and received a lot of 
information.  I learned a thing while on route to this meeting.  I had never had a 
subway ride till this trip.  I had a problem at the gate as we exited the subway when, 
I as the last person in line attempted to exit and my pass would not activate the gate.  
I attempted to get through and the attendant got upset.  She at last explained that I 
needed to keep the pass away from my cell phone as it removes the coding on the 
magnetic strip so this is a heads up as this could also save you from making a trip to 
the desk for a room key to be reset. We traveled to the National Spring Executive 
Committee Meeting May 2nd to the 4th and it was a pleasant change as spring was in 
bloom. I again attend the Public Relations and the Veterans Affairs and Rehab 
Meetings. I assisted NEC David Downey as the need arose. 

•  Stuban County made a motion to accept the report which was seconded and 
carried. 

1.35 D.E.C. Downey reported that he wanted to thank Doc Gibbs for the excellent job 
that he did for the Washington Conference. He had all the information for you as 
soon as you walked through the door. I had a meeting with Congressman McHugh. 
He is still a cosigner for the Flag Amendment and is still a major supporter of the 
Veterans. Homecoming and Eastern Region Conference where it is interesting to 
learn what is going on in the other Detachments. May N.E.C. Meeting, we get 
together with the Legion to go to the candidates rooms. We line up and go together 
and when we leave they know N.Y. has been there, because of the numbers. 

• St. Lawrence County made a motion to accept the report which was seconded and 
carried. 

1.36 Asst. Advisor Carl Neu stated that you have had a good year. Keep up the good 
work. He also wanted us to volunteer more at the V.A. Hospitals. 

1.37 Advisor Albert Benware reported I was appointed to the position as Sons of the 
American Legion advisor by Department Commander William H. Burnett 
Following the Department Convention in Niagara Falls in July of 2007 
Since then I have attended all Jefferson County SAL meetings as well as the County 
Convention in Sackets Harbor.  I attended District meetings on October 14th, 2007 in 
Black River, February 10th in Mohawk, April 13th in Utica and June 10th at the 
Croghan Post. I received an invitation and attended the party at Wolcott Legion Post 
for the support of the 427th National Guard Unit who are currently deployed to 
Afghanistan near Kabul.  This group includes my Son Sgt. Michael Benware. 
I attended Mid Winter Conference in Albany. I have spent many hours making and 
receiving phone calls concerning membership and squadron status. I attended the 
State commander’s Visitation Dinner in Black River and also the National 
Commanders Visitation Dinner in Oswego. I continue to collect can tabs for the 
Fisher House Dialysis program. I have enjoyed working with the Sons of the 
American Legion. I have met many people and continue to learn more about our 
organization.  I wish to thank Commander Burnett for entrusting me with this 
appointment 

1.36 Master Sgt.-at-Arms Mercer gave his report. He has collected $98 in fines. If you do 
not have a membership application on you one of my assistants will sell you one for 
$1.00.  
Ontario County made a motion to accept the report which was seconded and 
carried.   
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1.37 Adjutant Robert Avery welcomed all members to this 34th Annual Convention as 
we finalize our work for the current year and start our 2009 program. My report will 
be brief…which I am sure you will all be grateful of…..and I have been reporting 
monthly to you throughout the year by way of our Detachment mailings, but I  just 
want to touch on a couple of items: 
Membership: 
As you have heard, we are still trying to obtain our 100%, for 2008 and we need 976 
members……that is twice as many members that we needed to reach goal compared 
to last year at this time We are in 40th place overall (same position as last year at this 
time) and are in 11th place out of the 14 Detachments in the Eastern Region. Our 
Renewal Rate is 85.44% which is 17th place out of the 55 Detachments but LAST 
PLACE amongst the Big 4 Detachments. Let’s do everything we can upon our return 
to our Counties to GET those nearly 100 members in. Let’s be at 100% next month 
for the National Convention in Phoenix. I will keep saying that we NEED TO 
CONCENTRATE GREATLY UPON MEMBERSHIP AGAIN NEXT YEAR!                          
The 2009 cards are already out to the Squads that have submitted an OCF for 
2009…..an easier task than ever thanks to our on line submittal option at the website. 
As we think about next year…remember the next Target date is on September 10th 
when you should be at 10% of goal. Just a point to all you membership chairmen....if 
you simply wait around to collect your membership based on responses from the 
National Renewal card mailings….you are not doing your job my friend. You need 
to send out your own squadrons notice early on….like now or in August. Let’s rev 
things up a bit and concentrate greatly on our growth potential next year guys. I 
thank all of our counties that did make their 100% (27 to be exact). Keep up the great 
work in 2009….and for you other Counties….please give a great attention to 
membership as we move into the next year….without membership growth, we 
cannot assist our veterans as much as we could, and that is exactly why we are all 
here. You have noticed that our website continues to develop and improve and I 
thank Webmaster John for all of his hard work….we will continue to change as we 
move forward. In closing, I want to congratulate all the Committeemen and Officers 
on a job well done. I especially want to thank Detachment Commander Jerry who 
represented us in excellent fashion as he traveled all throughout this great Empire 
State this past year.  My hat is off to all of you on a fine job….and I wish you all 
continued successes in 2009! 

• Monroe County made a motion to accept the report which was seconded and 
carried. 

1.38 American Legion Convention Chairman Bill Kearsing welcomed everyone to 
Albany. He stated that he hoped everyone’s accommodations and transportation are 
acceptable. There will be 22 buses from 9 hotels in the area for transportation to the 
parade and they will be running from 4:30 PM to 6:30 PM. The parade steps of at 
7:00PM. At the end of the parade there will 16 buses to take everyone back to there 
hotels and they will be running until midnight. He again thanked us for being here 
and for our chairman for doing an excellent job. 

1.39 Commander Ketchum gave his final report. My year as Commander has sadly come 
to a close and I am very proud of all the things the Detachment of New York has 
accomplished this year. Thank You for your generous support of my project, The 
NEF. We raised approximately $11,000! And, although you didn’t meet my 
challenge of $25,500 for The Child Welfare Foundation, we did raise approximately 
$10,000, which is still very good, and I thank you all for that! I want to also thank the 
many Squadrons that did donate a $1.00 per member, or more. It will be a great help 
to the betterment of our children! 
I am happy to see that after Mid-Winter and all of the donations that came from the 
floor for CARES, many Squadrons and Counties have come on board and are still 
supporting them. Kudos, also to all that have participated in and supported the VA 
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Walk-A-Thon. I know this will become an annual event. Thank You to all of the 
Squadrons who made our Veterans’ Appreciation Day a great success, good job!! 
This year many new Squadrons and Counties were formed, and our last District is 
now in place, giving us all 10! This was accomplished because of the hard work and 
dedication from the Legion and the SONS and with the help of all the Detachment 
Vice Commanders and the District Commanders. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the whole Detachment Staff and the Commissions. Your 
loyalty and dedication made this year very successful and I am very proud of all of 
you!!  We are a team, and this year, traveling and visiting all 62 Counties I know that 
is true. Each County is run differently, but all with the same goals in mind. 
Communication and cooperation with your Legion will keep the Sons and our 
Legion Family strong! This year I was able to see some programs of The American 
Legion first hand. Heroes to Hometown, I participated in welcoming home active 
duty personnel, The State Oratorical, was awesome to see. The Boy’s State Program, 
I was very impressed with the New York Program. I, on behalf of the Detachment 
Of New York was able to sponsor 2 citizens and when I attended the closing 
Ceremonies, the family of one of the boys stopped me and told me how their son was 
so grateful to be able to participate and another boy told me he will be attending next 
year as a Jr. Counselor! I was very proud of the SONS that take part in this program. 
We need to publicize this program to the public better, most of the boys told me they 
had never heard of the program until they were asked to go. This year has been very 
gratifying for me personally. I will take with me many great memories and sustain 
the numerous friendships I have made. In closing I would like to say Thank You for 
your confidence and support in allowing me to serve as your Detachment 
Commander, and for taking the opportunity of belonging to the largest Veterans 
service Organization, and the vision the American Legion has for their programs and 
continuously making them a reality! I ask that you continue in all your efforts and to 
place your full support in my successor and his project. Again I would like to thank 
all of you for what you do for The Veterans, the children and your communities!! 
Ontario County made a motion to accept the report which was seconded and 
carried. 

• Onondaga County made a motion to close the registration table which was 
seconded and carried. 

1.40 Credentials Chairman Alan Anderson gave the final credentials report which 
indicated 116 registered delegates.  
Broome County made a motion to accept the report which was seconded and 
carried. 

2.00 SICK CALL & RELIEF 
None 

 
3.00 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
3.01  Judge Advocate Lewis reported that the nine changes to our Constitution and 

Bylaws that were approved at our last Convention have been approved by the 
Department of New York American Legion Executive Committee.  

 
4.00 NEW BUSINESS 
4.01 Resolution DC 08-01 The William P. O’Connell Memorial Scholarship Increase 

was read by Internal Affairs Chairman Jarvis. The resolution stated 
Whereas, The Sons of The American Legion, Detachment of New York  
V.A. & R. Commission has been charged with administering the William P. 
O’Connell Memorial Scholarship Fund; and 
Whereas, Said scholarship is awarded on an annual basis in the amount of 
$500.00; and  
Whereas, said commission has deemed it prudent to raise the amount of said 
scholarship from $500.00 to $1,000.00; and 
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Whereas, The Detachment of New York Finance Commission has recommended 
this increase in the 2008 – 2009 budget and said budget has been approved by the 
Detachment Executive Committee at the pre – convention D.E.C. meeting held 
on July 16, 2008 in Colonie, New York. 
Now Therefore Be It Finally Resolved by the delegates assembled of the Sons Of 
The American Legion, Detachment of New York 34th Annual Convention held in 
Colonie, New York on the 17th and 18th days of July 2008, that the amount of the 
William P. O’Connell Scholarship Fund is increased from the sum of %4500.00 to 
$1,000.00. 

• St. Lawrence County made a motion to accept the resolution which was 
seconded. 
There was a question on the motion, the question was should we accept this when 
we have other scholarships or should we also raise them whenever we what to. Was 
the money put aside for this in the budget? The answer is yes money has been 
allocated in the budget if this is approved.  
The motion was voted on and approved. 

4.02 A motion made by Suffolk County to close the meeting for the purpose of election 
of officers was seconded and carried. Commander Ketchum appointed Albert 
Benware, Carl Neu, and Harry Crome as tellers for the Election of Officers. The 
head table was excused except for the Adjutant and his staff. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
4.03 Adjutant Robert Avery opened the nominations for Commander by Roll Call of 

Counties. Broome County nominated Gary Denmon. There being no further 
nominations, a motion duly made and seconded to close the nominations and 
direct the Adjutant to cast one unanimous ballot for Gary Denmon as 
Commander, was carried. Commander-Elect Denmon approached the podium 
thanking the Detachment for their support. He looks forward to serving this year.  

4.04  Adjutant Robert Avery opened the nominations for Vice Commander by Roll Call of 
Counties. Allegany County nominated David Caldwell. St. Lawrence County 
nominated Gaither Espey. New York County nominated Kenneth Kraetzer. St 
Lawrence County nominated Dean Williamson. Kings County nominated John 
Rodgers. There being no  further nominations, a motion duly made and seconded 
to close the nominations and direct the Adjutant to cast one unanimous ballot for 
David Caldwell, Gaither Espey, Kenneth Kraetzer, Dean Williamson and John 
Rodgers as Vice Commanders, was carried. 

4.05 Adjutant Robert Avery opened the nominations for Chaplain by Roll Call of 
Counties. Oneida County nominated Christopher Burtch. There being no further 
nominations, a motion duly made and seconded to close the nominations and 
direct the Adjutant to cast one unanimous ballot for Christopher Burtch as 
Chaplain was carried. 

4.06  Adjutant Robert Avery opened the nominations for Historian by Roll Call of 
Counties. Onondaga County nominated William Lutz. There being no further 
nominations, a motion duly made and seconded to close the nominations and 
direct the Adjutant to cast one unanimous ballot for William Lutz as Historian 
was carried. 

4.07 Adjutant Robert Avery opened the nominations for Alternate National Executive 
Committeeman by Roll Call of Counties. Onondaga County nominated Raymond 
Jarvis. There being no further nominations, a motion duly made and seconded to 
close the nominations and direct the Adjutant to cast one unanimous ballot for 
Raymond Jarvis as Alternate National Executive Committeeman  was carried. 

4.08 Adjutant Robert Avery opened the nominations for National Executive 
Committeeman by Roll Call of Counties. Stuban County nominated John Bogart. 
There being no further nominations, a motion duly made and seconded to close 
the nominations and direct the Adjutant to cast one unanimous ballot for John 
Bogart as  National Executive Committeeman  was carried. 
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4.07 Broome County made a motion to close elections which was seconded and 

carried. 
 
5.00  FOR THE GOOD OF THE SONS 

5.01 The question was raised; will the commander cut of his ponytail? The answer was, 
no we did not meet the challenge. 

5.02 There was discussion about the pictures on the web page. Historian Lutz stated that 
pictures will be taken tomorrow morning and sent to the web master. He will post 
the pictures of the current officers and past Detachment Commanders. 

5.03 Broome County made a motion that the Detachment of New York support David 
Downey for National Vice Commander of the Sons of The American Legion. The 
motion was seconded and carried. 

5.04 Jefferson County made a motion that the Detachment of New York supports 
Tommie Cisna for National Commander of the Sons of The American Legion. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 

5.05  Hudson Falls Squadron #574 presented a donation to the C.W.F. in the amount of 
$490.00. 

 
Á There being no further business to come before the Convention, Chaplain Burtch 

offered the Closing Prayer, the Sgt.-at-Arms retrieved the POW/MIA banner, and 
the membership saluted the Colors of our glorious Nation as they were retrieved by 
the Detachment Color Guard. 

 
Á The Convention was adjourned at 12:05 PM.   

 
Respectfully Submitted,    Reviewed: 
 
Raymond J. Jarvis     Robert J. Avery   
Assistant Detachment Adjutant   Detachment Adjutant 
 
 
  
    


